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• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest statistical 
agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each year, including: 

- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population and housing 
count of the United States.

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual survey of the 
nation’s population.

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure of American 
business.

- The Census of Governments – identifies the scope and nature of the 
nation's state and local government sector.

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality data about 
America’s people, places, and economy. 

About the Census Bureau

https://www.census.gov/
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• Census Bureau Economic Surveys are a key source for official statistics companies can use: 

– Monthly and Quarterly are small sample surveys that provide the most TIMELY data available.

– Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the most up-to-date TREND data available.

– Every 5 years, the Economic Census measures all businesses and provides the most COMPREHENSIVE data available. 

• These surveys set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data provided by individual businesses.

Monthly 
and Quarterly 

Surveys

Annual Surveys

Economic Census – Every 5 years

Census Economic Surveys
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• Based on a trilateral agreement (U.S., Canada, Mexico).

• Updated every 5 years to reflect changing economies.
• Include the years ending in “2” and “7”.

• Changes announced in Federal Register Notices.

• Nearly every Census Bureau program publishes on this basis.
• NAICS coverage does vary by survey.

• NAICS vintage also varies by survey and survey year.

• Most other federal agencies and private sector companies also 
publish on this basis.

• NAICS coverage and vintage do vary by provider.

• Some programs still publish on the SIC basis.

• The resources on the NAICS site include Search.

One of the Two Unifying 
Characteristics – NAICS
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EXCEPTIONS:
• Selected Census Economic Indicators

• “Special” programs (like BRDIS)
• Public Sector (Governments) programs 

https://www.census.gov/naics/?28967
https://www.census.gov/naics/?99967


The 
NAICS 

Website
Key Features:
• Search
• Reference 

Files
• Federal 

Register 
Notices
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https://www.census.gov/naics/?99967


A Summary of NAICS Changes: 2012 to 2017
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2012 
NAICS 
Code

2012 NAICS
U.S. Description

2017 
NAICS 
Code

2017 NAICS
U.S. Description

211111 Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Extraction

crude petroleum extraction 211120 Crude Petroleum Extraction
natural gas extraction

211130 Natural Gas Extraction
211112 Natural Gas Liquid Extraction

212231 Lead Ore and Zinc Ore Mining
212230 Copper, Nickel, Lead, and Zinc Mining

212234 Copper Ore and Nickel Ore Mining

2012 
NAICS 
Code

2012 NAICS
U.S. Description

2017 
NAICS 
Code

2017 NAICS
U.S. Description

333911 Pump and Pumping Equipment Manufacturing
333914 Measuring, Dispensing, and Other Pumping Equipment Manufacturing

333913 Measuring and Dispensing Pump Manufacturing

335221 Household Cooking Appliance Manufacturing

335220 Major Household Appliance Manufacturing
335222 Household Refrigerator and Home Freezer Manufacturing

335224 Household Laundry Equipment Manufacturing

335228 Other Major Household Appliance Manufacturing

2012 
NAICS 
Code

2012 NAICS
U.S. Description

2017 
NAICS 
Code

2017 NAICS
U.S. Description

452111 Department Stores (except Discount Department Stores) 

452210 Department Stores452112 Discount Department Stores
insignificant perishable grocery sales

significant perishable grocery sales
452311 Warehouse Clubs and Supercenters

452910 Warehouse Clubs and Supercenters
452990 All Other General Merchandise Stores 452319 All Other General Merchandise Stores 
454111 Electronic Shopping

454110 Electronic Shopping and Mail-Order Houses454112 Electronic Auctions 
454113 Mail-Order Houses



A Summary of NAICS Changes: 2012 to 2017 (cont.)
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2012 
NAICS 
Code

2012 NAICS
U.S. Description

2017 
NAICS 
Code

2017 NAICS
U.S. Description

512210 Record Production

512250 Record Production and Distribution
512220 Integrated Record Production/Distribution

517110 Wired Telecommunications Carriers 517311 Wired Telecommunications Carriers

517210 Wireless Telecommunications Carriers (except Satellite) 517312 Wireless Telecommunications Carriers (except Satellite)

2012 
NAICS 
Code

2012 NAICS
U.S. Description

2017 
NAICS 
Code

2017 NAICS
U.S. Description

532220 Formal Wear and Costume Rental 532281 Formal Wear and Costume Rental 

532230 Video Tape and Disc Rental 532282 Video Tape and Disc Rental

532291 Home Health Equipment Rental 532283 Home Health Equipment Rental 

532292 Recreational Goods Rental 532284 Recreational Goods Rental

532299 All Other Consumer Goods Rental 532289 All Other Consumer Goods Rental 

2012 
NAICS 
Code

2012 NAICS
U.S. Description

2017 
NAICS 
Code

2017 NAICS
U.S. Description

541711 Research and Development in Biotechnology
nanobiotechnologies research and experimental development laboratories
except nanobiotechnologies research and experimental development laboratories

541713
541714

Research and Development in Nanotechnology
Research and Development in Biotechnology (except 
Nanobiotechnology)

541712 Research and Development in the Physical, Engineering, and Life Sciences (except 
Biotechnology)

nanotechnology research and experimental development laboratories
except nanotechnology research and experimental development laboratories

541713
541715

Research and Development in Nanotechnology
Research and Development in the Physical, Engineering, and Life 
Sciences (except Nanotechnology and Biotechnology)



• Recodes
• Content of the current and prior codes are the same, 

but the code changed.

• Full Consolidations
• 2+ complete industries were combined to form a new 

industry.

• Partial Consolidations
• Parts of 2 or more industries were combined to form a 

new industry. 

• Splitters
• An industry was split into 2+ new industries.

• None of these for the 2017 NAICS.

Four Scenarios Shown in the Bridge Report
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2012 
NAICS 
Code

2012 NAICS
U.S. Description

2017 
NAICS 
Code

2017 NAICS
U.S. Description

532220 Formal Wear and Costume Rental 532281 Formal Wear and Costume Rental 

532230 Video Tape and Disc Rental 532282 Video Tape and Disc Rental

532291 Home Health Equipment Rental 532283 Home Health Equipment Rental 

532292 Recreational Goods Rental 532284 Recreational Goods Rental

532299 All Other Consumer Goods Rental 532289 All Other Consumer Goods Rental 

2012 
NAICS 
Code

2012 NAICS
U.S. Description

2017 
NAICS 
Code

2017 NAICS
U.S. Description

454111 Electronic Shopping

454110 Electronic Shopping and Mail-Order Houses454112 Electronic Auctions 
454113 Mail-Order Houses

2012 
NAICS 
Code

2012 NAICS
U.S. Description

2017 
NAICS 
Code

2017 NAICS
U.S. Description

452111 Department Stores (except Discount Department Stores) 

452210 Department Stores452112 Discount Department Stores
insignificant perishable grocery sales

significant perishable grocery sales
452311 Warehouse Clubs and Supercenters

452910 Warehouse Clubs and Supercenters



The Comparative Statistics Report • Publishes data on the prior NAICS basis.

• For the 2017 EC, published on the 2012 
NAICS basis.

• Includes nearly all 2- thru 6-digit NAICS 
codes.

• Data shown includes 4 basic statistics for 
2017 and 2012.

• Allows users to accurately compare 2017 
and 2012 data and know that the industry 
classification system is consistent.

• General Comparability Note: Users still need to 
confirm that other characteristics (like 
geographies) are consistent.
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The Bridge Statistics Report • Publishes 2017 data on the current and prior 
NAICS basis.

• Only includes industries that have changed 
since the prior vintage.

• Data shown includes the total for the 
industry and the 1 or more full or part 
industries that make up that total (both 
directions) for 2017 only.

• Allows users to accurately compare current 
and prior data and decide if the industry 
change is significant for their use.

• General Comparability Note: Users still need to 
confirm that other characteristics (like 
geographies) are consistent.
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• Census has A LOT of business data.
• Help us promote its use!

• Census data are most effective when they are merged across programs.
• Users need to know the characteristics of the data they are merging!

• NAICS changes can be subtle or significant.
• The Comparative and Bridge reports help YOU make the decision about which is which.

• These reports should be included in your “data toolbox” whenever you’re using data 
that is classified by NAICS.
• Like a level or plumb bob to a carpenter.

Summary
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Q & A and Thank You!

Contact us at:
andrew.w.hait@census.gov

(301)763-6747

tara.s.dryden@census.gov

(301)763-2722
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